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• An overview of the upcoming congressional schedule, including key dates in May 2024

• A run-through of notable congressional developments, including updates on the Motion to Vacate that 
was filed against Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA), and the status of House seat vacancies and upcoming 
related special elections

• An update on developments, outlook, and priorities for key policy and legislative areas

• An outlook on the current Congress and the state of play for the 2024 congressional and 
presidential elections

• A look at current trends and factors that could impact the 2024 political and legislative landscape

This Month’s Capital Snapshot Deck Includes
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• There are 14 total legislative days scheduled in the 
House for May 2024.
– There are 10 legislative days remaining in the month of May.

• The House will be in recess during the week of May 27 
in observance of Memorial Day.

• Currently, there are 66 legislative days scheduled in the 
House for the remainder of 2024.

May 2024 House Calendar
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• There are 15 total legislative days scheduled in the 
Senate for May 2024.
– There are 12 legislative days remaining in the month of May.

• The Senate will be in recess during the week of May 27 
in observance of Memorial Day.

• Currently, there are 78 legislative days scheduled in the 
Senate for the remainder of 2024.

May 2024 Senate Calendar



Legislative, Political, and Policy 
Updates and Overviews 
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Update on the Motion to Vacate Filed Against Speaker Johnson

• On March 22, Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) filed a 
motion to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA). If the 
motion is agreed to, Speaker Johnson would be removed 
from the speakership. 

• When filing the motion, Rep. Greene did not ask for it to be 
“privileged,” meaning the House was not required to 
immediately bring it up for a vote.

• Soon after filing the motion, the Congresswoman argued 
“the current Speaker has shown he cannot stand up to the 
Democrats” and also stated the “House Republican 
Majority needs leadership that will stand up for America.” 

• In the weeks since Rep. Greene filed the motion, Reps. 
Thomas Massie (R-KY) and Paul Gosar (R-AZ) announced 
their support for removing Speaker Johnson from his post.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA)

https://x.com/RepMTG/status/1771221048966418793?s=20
https://x.com/RepMTG/status/1771226789152518375?s=20
https://x.com/RepMTG/status/1771240215559950453?s=20
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Update on the Motion to Vacate Filed Against Speaker Johnson
• On April 30, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY), House Minority 

Whip Katherine Clark (D-MA), and House Democratic Caucus Chair Pete 
Aguilar (D-CA) released a joint statement in which they announced that they 
will vote to table Rep. Greene’s Motion to Vacate, adding “if she invokes the 
motion, it will not succeed.” 
‒ The House Democratic leaders cited Congress passing supplemental national 

security financial assistance for Ukraine, Israel, and Taiwan as the main reason 
for voting to keep Speaker Johnson in office. 

‒ While some House Democrats still favor pressuring the Speaker to make some 
concessions in exchange for Democrats saving his job, the statement from House 
Democratic leadership indicates that motion is likely to be defeated. 

• On May 1, while speaking at a press conference outside the Capitol, Rep. 
Greene announced she will call for a vote to vacate the Chair the following 
week, arguing that Speaker Johnson is “the Uniparty Speaker” and is “exactly 
what is wrong with the Republican establishment.” 
‒ Rep. Greene also cited Leader Jeffries’ “endorsement” of Speaker Johnson as 

another reason to vote to remove the latter from office. 
‒ She contended that calling this vote will allow the American people to “see who 

stands with the Uniparty and who stands with the people.” 

• However, on May 6, after meeting with Speaker Johnson in his office, Rep. 
Greene said she will temporarily hold off on forcing a vote. She will meet with 
Speaker Johnson again on May 7 regarding whether or not to force a vote.

Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA)

https://democraticleader.house.gov/media/press-releases/joint-democratic-leadership-statement-motion-vacate
https://x.com/RepMTG/status/1785695456867053806
https://x.com/RepMTG/status/1785681596005101601
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Congressman Donald Payne, Jr. Passes Away

• On April 24, Rep. Donald Payne, Jr. (D-NJ) passed away at the 
age of 65 due to a heart attack that had occurred earlier that 
month on April 6. 

• Rep. Payne was serving his sixth full term in the House of 
Representatives at the time of his passing. 

• Rep. Payne represented New Jersey’s 10th congressional 
district in the House, which includes Newark and portions 
of Jersey City. 

• Before assuming office in November 2012, the 10th 
congressional district was represented by Rep. Payne’s father, 
Rep. Donald Payne, Sr. (D-NJ), who had represented the 10th 
district from 1989 until his passing in March 2012.

• Rep. Payne’s funeral service took place on May 2 in Newark.
The Late Rep. 

Donald Payne, Jr. (D-NJ)
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State of the House – Member Departures

• On April 24, Rep. Mike Gallagher’s (R-WI) previously-
announced resignation from Congress became effective. 
Rep. Gallagher’s initial retirement announcement came 
just a few days after he was one of only three 
Republicans to vote against the impeachment of 
Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas. 
During the 118th Congress, up until his departure, 
he was the Chairman of the Select Committee on the 
Strategic Competition Between the United States and 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

Former Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-WI)

https://x.com/RepGallagher/status/1771234822632980840?s=20
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-118hres863rh/pdf/BILLS-118hres863rh.pdf


12

State of the House – House Democrats Win a Special Election
• On April 30, the state of New York held a special election for 

their 26th congressional district, which includes Buffalo, 
some of its surrounding suburbs, and Niagara Falls. 

• The seat was vacant after former Rep. Brian Higgins (D-NY) 
resigned effective February 2. State Senator Tim Kennedy 
(D-NY) emerged victorious in the special election by a 
comfortable margin of 68.6% to 31.4%, holding onto the 
House seat for Democrats. 

• That evening, House Minority Leader Jeffries released a 
statement celebrating Rep.-elect Kennedy’s victory, 
remarking that he “is a dedicated public servant who will be 
a champion for the people of Western New York.” 

• Rep. Kennedy was sworn into office on the evening of May 6. 
Now that he has been sworn in, the House has 217 
Republicans and 213 Democrats, with five vacancies.
‒ This is just a one-vote margin for the House Republican 

majority; Speaker Johnson can only afford to lose one vote on 
any party-line measure.

Newly-elected Rep. 
Tim Kennedy (D-NY-26)

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/04/30/us/elections/results-new-york-us-house-26.html
https://democraticleader.house.gov/media/press-releases/leader-jeffries-statement-congressman-elect-tim-kennedy
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Status of House Vacancies and Relevant Upcoming Special Elections
• The House currently has five vacancies. The current party breakdown in the House is 217 Republicans and 213 Democrats. 

‒ Former Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA-20) resigned from his congressional seat effective December 31, 2023. 
o The primary for the special election occurred on March 19, 2024, and the special election will take place on May 21, 2024. The top two 

finishers in the primary were State Assemblyman Vince Fong (R-CA), who was the former District Director for now-former 
Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), and Tulare County Sheriff Mike Boudreaux (R-CA).

o Since a Republican is now guaranteed to win this seat, after this special election, the House will then stand at 218 Rs and 213 Ds, 
which will be a two-vote majority for the House GOP.

‒ Rep. Bill Johnson (R-OH-6) resigned effective January 21, 2024 to become the new President of Youngstown State University.
o The primary for the special election occurred on March 19, 2024, and the special election will take place on June 11, 2024. The Republican 

candidate will be State Senator Michael Rulli (R-OH) and the Democratic candidate will be Michael Kripchak (D-OH).
o This seat is “Safe R,” so after this special election, the House will then very likely stand at 219 Rs and 213 Ds, still a two-vote GOP majority.

‒ Rep. Ken Buck (R-CO-4) resigned effective March 22, 2024.
o There was no primary for this seat; instead, each party’s nominee was selected by a committee of party leaders and elected officials in the 

4th congressional district. The GOP nominee is Greg Lopez, the former mayor of Parker, Colo., and the Dem nominee is Trisha Calvarese.
o This seat is “Safe R,” so after this special election (to be held on June 25, 2024), the House will then very likely stand at 220 Rs and 213 Ds, 

a three-vote GOP majority.
‒ There will not be a special election for Rep. Mike Gallagher’s (R-WI-8) seat. His resignation occurred at a point in which Wisconsin law 

stipulates that the seat be filled in the November general election. Thus, the seat for Wisconsin’s 8th district will not be filled until 
January 3, 2025.

‒ The late Rep. Donald Payne, Jr. (D-NJ-10) passed away on April 24, 2024.
o The primary for the special election for this seat will take place on July 16, 2024, and the special general election will take place on 

September 18, 2024.
o This seat is the most Democratic district in New Jersey, and is thus “Safe D,” so after this special election, the House will then very likely 

stand at 220 Rs and 214 Ds, back down to a two-vote GOP majority.
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FY24 National Security Supplemental Package 
• On April 24, President Biden signed into law a national security 

supplemental appropriations package (P.L. 118-50) after it was passed in 
the Senate in a bipartisan (79-18) vote. The package included: 

‒ US$60.8 billion for military and humanitarian assistance 
to Ukraine

‒ US$26.4 billion in assistance to Israel and humanitarian aid 
to Gaza;

‒ US$8.1 billion to help Taiwan and other Indo-Pacific allies
‒ A “sidecar” bill includes measures which: (a) authorize the seizure of 

roughly US$5 billion in frozen Russian assets for Ukraine, (b) 
increase sanctions on Russia, Iran, and China, (c) require the 
divestiture of Chinese ownership of TikTok, and (d) ban data brokers 
from selling Americans’ personal information to China, Russia, Iran, 
and North Korea

• Negotiations in the House had been stalled for months while Speaker 
Mike Johnson (R-LA) weighed options to overcome opposition from 
far-right members of the House Republican caucus. Ultimately, the 
House held four separate votes on each part of the package, but 
Speaker Johnson was required to rely on Democratic votes to advance 
the legislation. 

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY), Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate 

Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), and House 
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA)

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/815
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Appropriations Committees Leadership Changes
• On March 22, former Chairwoman Kay Granger 

(R-TX) announced her decision to step down following 
the conclusion of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 
appropriations process. 

• On April 9, the House Republican Caucus voted to approve 
Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK) as the new chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee. Chairman Cole ran unopposed 
after securing support from the majority of the 
Appropriations Subcommittee chairs. The selection 
of Chairman Cole led to rotations of several 
subcommittee gavels.

• The Senate Appropriations Committee also made 
subcommittee changes in April. Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chairwoman Patty Murray (D-WA) announced 
the selection of Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I-AZ) to lead the 
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies Subcommittee for the duration of this Congress. 

• Chair Murray will remain leader of the Energy and Water 
Subcommittee for the remainder of this Congress, after 
stepping into the role following the passing of Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein (D-CA) last year.

House Appropriations Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK)
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Appropriations Subcommittee Leadership Changes

• With Chairman Cole relinquishing his role as the Chairman 
of the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development 
(THUD) Subcommittee to chair the Full Committee, several 
subcommittee leadership changes were announced, 
including the following:

‒ Rep. Steve Womack (R-AR) will chair T-HUD, 
after previously leading Financial Services and General 
Government

‒ Rep. Dave Joyce (R-OH) will chair Financial Services 
and General Government, after previously leading 
Homeland Security

‒ Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV) will chair 
Homeland Security, after previously leading 
Legislative Branch

‒ Rep. David Valadao (R-CA) will chair 
Legislative Branch

Rep. Steve Womack (R-AR)

https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairman-cole-announces-final-subcommittee-leadership
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FY25 Appropriations Cycle Continues 
• Last week, House Appropriations Chairman Tom Cole 

(R-OK) announced updated guidance for community 
project funding requests that maintains the previous fiscal 
year restrictions on earmarks in the Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies 
(L-HHS) appropriations bill, and adds new restrictions 
within the T-HUD accounts. 

• The House and Senate Appropriations Committees 
announced submission deadlines for community project 
funding, programmatic funding, and report language 
requests, which span from early- to mid-May. 

• Work continues on FY25 appropriations bills at the 
committee level, with the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committees and authorizing committees 
of jurisdiction holding budget hearings with agency 
officials on their respective budget requests. 

• Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg, Education Secretary Miguel Cardona, and 
Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm were among those 
who testified before committees recently on their agencies’ 
FY25 funding priorities. 

House Appropriations Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK)

https://appropriations.house.gov/member-requests/fiscal-year-2025-member-request-guidance
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy2025_appropriations_requests_general_guidance.pdf
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Background: The NDAA is the annual defense legislation that sets the budget 
and priorities of the Department of Defense (DoD). The bill has passed every 
year for over six decades and is considered the last real “must-pass” bill by many 
in Congress, leading to a bipartisan, bicameral process to ensure passage. 

Upcoming Key Dates: The House Armed Services Committee (HASC) will 
markup its version of the FY25 NDAA during the week of May 13. HASC 
Chairman Mike Rogers (R-AL) has indicated plans to incorporate a multi-
billion-dollar package of military quality of life improvements in the underlying 
bill based on recommendations from a bipartisan HASC panel report released in 
April. The Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) will conduct its markup 
during the week of June 10. During the markups, committee members will offer 
and consider hundreds of amendments to the Chairman’s mark.  

On the Horizon: After the markups, both chambers will consider the separate 
version on the House and Senate floor for further amendments from all 
members. Following this, committee conference will take place, likely starting at 
the staff-level during the August recess and continuing through the fall. 

National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
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Tax Update

1

• This month, the Ways and Means (W&M) Committee announced 
10 Republican “Tax Teams” developed to “study key tax 
provisions from the 2017 Trump tax cuts that are set to expire 
in 2025.”

• Tax teams include:

‒ American Manufacturing 

‒ Working Families

‒ American Workforce 

‒ Main Street 

‒ New Economy 

‒ Rural America 

• Team meetings are expected to begin work as early as the week 
of May 6 and membership of the teams is available here.

• Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Mike Crapo has 
signaled an intention to launch a similar effort, but details are 
forthcoming. 

Ways and Means Committee Chair Jason Smith (R-MO)

Ways and Means Tax Subcommittee Chair Mike Kelly (R-PA)

‒ Rural America 

‒ Community 
Development 

‒ Supply Chains 

‒ U.S. Innovation 

‒ Global 
Competitiveness 

https://kelly.house.gov/media/press-releases/ways-means-chairman-smith-and-tax-subcommittee-chairman-kelly-announce-tax


20

Financial Services Update

Path Forward for Stablecoin Legislation
• Recent reports suggested Majority Leader Schumer might support 

adding the stablecoin bill to the must-pass FAA reauthorization, along 
with a cannabis banking bill. Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY) continues to signal he opposes cannabis banking. 

• Senate Banking Committee Chair Sherrod Brown (D-OH) said he is 
open to pairing stablecoin regulation with his push for Sen. Merkley’s 
(D-OR) SAFER Banking Act (S. 2860) to open access to the financial 
system for cannabis businesses. 

• Contrary to these reports, we judge it unlikely that significant, non-
germane items will be included in the FAA reauthorization. 

• With Chair McHenry’s imminent retirement, expect to see a stepped-
up effort to get bipartisan consensus to move what would be part of 
his legacy before the end of this Congress.

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY)

HFSC Chair 
Patrick McHenry 

(R-NC)

HFSC Ranking 
Member Maxine 
Waters (D-CA)
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Artificial Intelligence Update

2

• This month, Senate Commerce Committee Chair Maria 
Cantwell (D-WA) and AI Working Group member Todd Young 
(R-IN) introduced legislation (S. 4178) to codify the AI Safety 
Institute, increase investments in AI testbeds, and promote 
voluntary standards-based regulation of AI technology. 

‒ The legislation was set to be marked up alongside the 
CREATE AI Act (S. 2714/H.R. 5077) on April 29, but both 
bills were ultimately pulled for further negotiations. The 
Senate Commerce Committee intends to hold a broader 
markup of AI legislation in late May. 

• Sens. Mitt Romney (R-UT), Jack Reed (D-RI), Jerry Moran 
(R-KS), and Angus King (I-ME) proposed a contrasting 
framework in a letter to the Senate AI Working Group this 
month, which would require foundation AI models to obtain 
licenses certifying against cybersecurity and other major risks. 

Senate Commerce Committee Chair Maria Cantwell (D-WA)

Senate AI Working Group Member Todd Young (R-IN)

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F118th-congress%2Fsenate-bill%2F4178%3Fs%3D1%26r%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Waters%40arnoldporter.com%7Ccbe6b44b9e3745588bd508dc6aceb97c%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638502683975926668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NvkFUj6dAI%2FnXscYS8R6mr%2BmHq%2FrEYz3dBNcsTWMZjA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F118th-congress%2Fsenate-bill%2F2714%2Frelated-bills&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Waters%40arnoldporter.com%7Ccbe6b44b9e3745588bd508dc6aceb97c%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638502683975939489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8mGjI4mXsw6j78f1mbiBM3q2XmWRgfj8maM5w4vt3GY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F118th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F5077&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Waters%40arnoldporter.com%7Ccbe6b44b9e3745588bd508dc6aceb97c%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638502683975944688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HiFznB3VU4abzMaEICdUtcpdKTSLhrypLCgap8re7Ek%3D&reserved=0
https://www.romney.senate.gov/romney-reed-moran-king-unveil-framework-to-mitigate-extreme-ai-risks/
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Data Privacy Update
• On April 8, Senate Commerce Committee Chair Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 

and House Energy & Commerce Chairwoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
(R-WA) released a discussion draft of a comprehensive data privacy bill 
– the America Privacy Rights Act (ARPA).

‒ The bipartisan, bicameral bill would establish a national privacy standard and 
would preempt nearly all existing state privacy laws.

‒ The bill also provides a private right of action allowing consumers to file 
lawsuits against companies that violate their privacy rights, which has been 
met with pushback from many large tech companies and data holders.

• On April 17, the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Innovation, Data, and Commerce held a legislative hearing to discuss 
APRA and nine other data privacy-related bills. 

‒ The hearing featured bipartisan agreement on the importance of a national 
privacy law, with members of both parties agreeing APRA was the best chance 
to pass comprehensive data privacy legislation.

‒ Ranking Member Frank Pallone (D-NJ) led a bipartisan push to include 
stronger privacy protections for children in the bill, which is widely expected to 
be added once the bill is introduced.

• Sen. Cantwell and Rep. McMorris Rodgers are currently accepting 
feedback from stakeholders on the discussion draft. They have not set a 
date for introduction, but will likely introduce the bill within the next 
month. 

Senate Commerce Committee 
Chair Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 

and House Energy & Commerce 
Chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers 

(R-WA)

https://d1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net/American_Privacy_Rights_Act_of_2024_Discussion_Draft_0ec8168a66.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/innovation-data-and-commerce-subcommittee-hearing-titled-legislative-solutions-to-protect-kids-online-and-ensure-americans-data-privacy-rights
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• On April 17, the House Education and the Workforce Committee held 
another hearing on antisemitism on college campuses, featuring 
Columbia University President Nemat Shafik. Following the hearing, 
Chairwoman Virginia Foxx (R-NC) sharply criticized the university’s 
response to protesters on their campus and its protection of 
Jewish students.

• After the hearing, student protests spread to additional campuses 
across the country, some of which turned violent and/or saw increased 
antisemitic activity aimed at Jewish students. Policymakers have 
responded as follows:  
– On May 1, the House passed by a bipartisan 320-91 vote the Antisemitism 

Awareness Act (H.R. 6090) to update the definition of antisemitism used in 
anti-discrimination laws.

– The House Education and the Workforce Committee announced the 
presidents/chancellors from Yale University, UCLA, and the University of 
Michigan will testify at another hearing on these issues on May 23. 

– Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona condemned the violent protests, most 
recently stating campuses could lose federal funding if they do not comply with 
anti-discrimination laws. 

Education: Antisemitism and Protests on College Campuses

Campus Protestors on UCLA’s Campus in 
Los Angeles, California

https://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=410264
https://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=410461
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6090/text
https://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=410502
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• On April 19, the department released its final Title IX regulations aimed 
at prohibiting sex-based harassment and discrimination in 
education programs. 
– Regulatory changes related to transgender student athletes were not included and instead 

will be covered in a separate rule to be released later this year. 
– Three separate lawsuits were filed in federal district courts to challenge the rule, and 

Texas Governor Greg Abbott directed his state education agency to ignore the final rule.

• The department recently released a draft rule outlining the administration’s 
“Plan B” for student loan forgiveness.
– The proposed rule includes several new provisions that allow the Education Secretary to 

utilize waivers to forgive debt and related interest owed to the department through 
various federal loan programs.

– Stakeholders have until May 17 to comment. 
– The department is expected to publish a second proposed rule covering forgiveness for 

borrowers experiencing hardship in the coming weeks. 

• The department continues to address the fallout from its rollout of the 
updated Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 
– The department has offered guidance on how to address potential errors in applications, 

including those related to Institutional Student Information Records, and regular 
“FAFSA Fast News” to institutions.

– After calls for his resignation by congressional Republicans, Chief Operating Officer of 
Federal Student Aid Rich Cordray announced he will depart the office at the end of June.

Education: Department of Education Activities

Secretary of Education 
Miguel Cardona

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-releases-final-title-ix-regulations-providing-vital-protections-against-sex-discrimination
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-releases-first-set-draft-rules-provide-debt-relief-millions-borrowers
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-11/guidance-aid-awards-using-isirs-affected-errors
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/topics/fafsa-simplification-information/2024-25-fafsa-fast-news
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• House Republicans continue their vigorous oversight of the Department 
of Education.
– Debt Relief: Chairwoman Foxx continued to criticize the administration’s student 

debt relief efforts, leading a letter to the department challenging student loan 
consolidation authority.

– Title IX: Chairwoman Foxx also criticized the release of the final Title IX rule, 
claiming it places protections for women and girls “on the chopping block.”

– FAFSA: The committee also held a FAFSA oversight hearing on April 10, which 
featured bipartisan criticism of the department’s rollout of the FAFSA update.

• Secretary Cardona is testifying before relevant congressional committees to 
discuss the department’s FY25 budget request and address the department’s 
ongoing activities. 
– The House and Senate Appropriations Labor, Health and Human Services, 

Education, and Related Agencies held their respective hearings on April 10 and 
April 30. 

– The House Education and the Workforce Committee hearing is scheduled for May 7. 

• On April 9, the House overwhelmingly passed a bill to reauthorize the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) – A Stronger Workforce 
for America Act (H.R. 6655). 
– This bipartisan bill would spur the development of innovative approaches to address 

workforce needs and bolster the American workforce.
– The Senate has not made any efforts to reauthorize WIOA this Congress.

Education: Congressional Updates

House Education and the 
Workforce Committee 

Chairwoman Virginia Foxx (R-NC) 

https://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=410448
https://edworkforce.house.gov/uploadedfiles/loan_consold_to_ed_4.19.2024.pdf
https://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=410473
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gq_6BnTPZS0
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/fiscal-year-2025-budget-request-department-education
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/a-review-of-the-presidents-fiscal-year-2025-budget-request-for-the-department-of-education
https://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=410494
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6655
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• On April 25, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued final 
rules setting emissions standards for existing coal-fired power plants and 
new gas-fired plants. The final rule will:  

‒ Require utilities to use carbon capture technologies for coal-fired 
plants or close the facilities by 2032

‒ Strengthen Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) and other 
wastewater rules for coal-fired power plants

‒ Require plants still operating between 2033-2039 to use natural gas 
alongside coal, known as co-firing

‒ Broaden the category of power plants that will be required to install 
carbon capture

• The final rule drops requirements that would have required some fossil 
fuel-fired plants to co-fire clean hydrogen after industry pushback 
pointing to the slow deployment of hydrogen infrastructure. 

• The rule repeals and replaces the Trump Administration’s  Affordable 
Clean Energy Rule, which had replaced the Obama Administration’s 
Clean Power Plan. 

Energy and Environment Updates – EPA Power Plant Rules

EPA Administrator Michael Regan

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/eo-12866_111egu_2060-av09_nfrm_20240424_final.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/eo-12866_111egu_2060-av09_nfrm_20240424_final.pdf
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Energy and Environment Updates – Climate and Trade Task Force

U.S. Trade Representative 
Katherine Tai

• In remarks at the Columbia Global Energy Summit on April 16, Senior 
Advisor to the President for Clean Energy Innovation and 
Implementation and Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Podesta 
announced a new White House Climate and Trade Task Force focused on 
decarbonizing global trade. 

• The Task Force will have three topic areas: 
‒ Creation of a “climate and trade policy toolkit” focused on identifying 

approaches to addressing carbon leakage or the outsourcing of 
production of goods to countries with less strict climate policies

‒ Standardization of emissions intensity of products and international 
promotion of common measurements and

‒ Identification of opportunities to advance clean 
manufacturing domestically

• Podesta did not announce what other officials are participating in the 
Task Force, but U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) Katherine Tai 
confirmed in a Senate Finance Committee hearing that she would be a 
member of the task force. 

Senior Advisor to the President,
 John Podesta

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2024/04/16/remarks-as-prepared-for-john-podesta-columbia-global-energy-summit/
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• On April 30, the Senate passed the Prohibiting Russian 
Uranium Imports Act (H.R. 1042) bipartisan legislation 
originally introduced by Energy and Commerce Chairwoman 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), which passed the House on 
the suspension calendar in December 2023. 

• The bill prohibits the importation of “[u]nirradiated low-
enriched uranium that is produced in the Russian Federation or 
by a Russian entity” into the U.S. through 2040. The restrictions 
are waived if there are not alternative viable sources available. 

• Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Ranking 
Member John Barrasso (R-WY) called the bill a “tremendous 
victory” that “will help defund Russia’s war machine, revive 
American uranium production, and jumpstart investments in 
America’s nuclear fuel supply chain.” President Biden is 
expected to sign the bill.

Energy and Environment Updates – Russian Uranium Import Ban

Energy and Commerce Committee Chairwoman 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA)

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1042/all-actions
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FAA Reauthorization Update
• Intense negotiations continue in the Senate 

regarding the reauthorization of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA).

• Many Senators see this reauthorization as one of the 
last “must pass” bills this Congress. 

• As a result, Senators are seeking amendment votes 
on issues unrelated to aviation, such as 
compensating victims of radiation exposure, new 
children’s online privacy measures, and a new 
cannabis banking bill. 

• Under current law, the agency’s authorities expire 
on May 10. Given the legislative pace in the Senate, 
another short-term extension is likely necessary 
prior to any final reauthorization vote. 
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• The most contentious remaining issue is 
an attempt to expand the number of 
long-haul flights permitted at Ronald 
Reagan Washington National Airport.

• The congressional delegations from 
Virginia and Maryland oppose 
expansion, arguing it would make the 
airport less safe and increase noise for 
surrounding communities. 

• Proponents argue that expanding the 
number of long-haul flights at the 
airport will increase competition. 

FAA Reauthorization 
Update
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2024 Farm Bill Summaries Released
• On May 1, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Chairwoman 

Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) unveiled summaries of her draft 2024 Farm Bill, the 
Rural Prosperity and Food Security Act. The Chairwoman notes that this 
legislation includes more than 100 bipartisan bills and “puts the Farm Bill back on 
track to being signed into law by the end of the year.” 
‒ Shortly after the Chairwoman released the committee Democrats’ draft Farm Bill 

framework, committee Ranking Member John Boozman (R-AR) released a statement 
in which he said the release of the majority’s Farm Bill framework is a “welcome 
development,” and noted he and committee Republicans will release their own 
framework after the House considers its draft of the Farm Bill later 
this month.

• On May 1, House Agriculture Committee Chairman GT Thompson (R-PA) released 
a title-by-title overview of the policies that are included in the committee’s 2024 
Farm Bill. He also announced the committee will mark up this bill on May 23, 
in contrast to Chairwoman Stabenow, who has not yet announced a Senate 
markup date. 
‒ Shortly after Chairman Thompson released his Farm Bill framework, House 

Agriculture Committee Ranking Member David Scott (D-GA) published a press 
release in which he criticized the Chairman’s Farm Bill, arguing that Republicans 
rejected a bipartisan approach “in favor of a partisan bill with an untenable funding 
scheme.” He also asserted that the bill has “poison pill policies.”

House Agriculture 
Committee Chairman GT 

Thompson (R-PA)

Senate Agriculture 
Committee Chairwoman 
Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)

https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/chairwoman-stabenow-unveils-the-rural-prosperity-and-food-security-act
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/rep/press/release/ranking-member-boozman-statement-on-senate-democrats-farm-bill-framework-release
https://agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=7753
https://agriculture.house.gov/uploadedfiles/high_level_title_by_title_doc.pdf
https://democrats-agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2849
https://democrats-agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2849
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• Following the conclusion of the FY24 appropriations process in March, 
the FY25 process has continued with more hearings on President 
Biden’s FY25 Budget Request.

• On April 15, the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee held a hearing to 
examine the FY25 proposed budget for the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), featuring HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra. 
– Secretary Becerra highlighted the agency’s recent work on lowering health care 

costs and discussed priorities for the year ahead, including expanding 
behavioral health and strengthening maternal health outcomes. 

• On April 17, the House Energy & Commerce Health Subcommittee held 
a hearing on the FY25 Budget Request for HHS, also featuring HHS 
Secretary Xavier Becerra.
– Lawmakers discussed private equity’s role in health care to pharmaceutical 

pricing to the No Surprises Act to behavioral health care and more topics 
impacting the HHS budget.

Health Care Funding — Health Updates

HHS Secretary Becerra testifying before Congress

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F03%2Fbudget_fy2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368449664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wGxgPCgp%2BvyorYcrQs%2BLDjw7yLcDMZCcL4089QX6obk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/a-review-of-the-presidents-fiscal-year-2025-budget-request-for-the-department-of-health-and-human-services
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-subcommittee-hearing-fiscal-year-2025-department-of-health-and-human-services-budget
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• On March 27, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Chairman 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT) released a statement for drug manufacturer Novo Nordisk.
– He urged Novo Nordisk to lower the list price of Ozempic, a diabetes and weight-loss drug, 

following the release of a new study which found that the drug could be profitably produced 
for less than $5 a month. 

• On April 17, Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), Raphael Warnock (D-GA), and 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) sent a letter to the leadership of pharmaceutical 
company Novo Nordisk requesting information on the company’s decision to 
discontinue production of a long-acting insulin product. 

• On April 24, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Chair 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT) launched an investigation into the pricing of Novo Nordisk’s 
Ozempic and Wegovy, GLP-1 drugs.

• On April 17, Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA), Ranking Member of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee, sent a letter to Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) Commissioner Robert Califf criticizing the agency’s decision 
to expand its oversight over clinical decision support (CDS) software.

Congressional Oversight Developments — Health Updates

Senators Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA)

https://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/news-sanders-statement-on-outrageous-cost-of-ozempic
https://www.shaheen.senate.gov/shaheen-warnock-warren-demand-answers-from-novo-nordisk-for-discontinuing-insulin-before-lowering-the-price
https://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/news-chairman-sanders-launches-investigation-into-outrageously-high-price-of-ozempic-and-wegovy-in-the-united-states
https://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/ranking-member-cassidy-rebukes-fda-policy-limiting-access-to-innovative-medical-technology
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• On April 18, Reps. Anna Eshoo (D-CA), Chair of the House Energy & Commerce 
Subcommittee on Health, Mike Gallagher (R-WI), and Raja Krishnamoorthi 
(D-IL), Chairman and Ranking Member of the House Select Committee on the 
Chinese Communist Party, sent a letter to the President of the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC) urging the association “to encourage its 
members to institute additional security procedures to safeguard patient data 
without delay and to monitor the progress of BIOSECURE Act.”

• House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party Chair Mike 
Gallagher (R-WI) resigned from office effective April 19, 2024. 
– Gallagher has been the bill’s most aggressive champion on the Hill. Despite his 

departure, the bill still includes prominent supporters from both parties in both the 
House and Senate, including Gallagher’s replacement to lead the China Select 
Committee, Rep. John Moolenaar (R-MI), who cosponsored the bill on April 5.

• Next Steps: Reps. Brad Wenstrup (R-OH) and Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-
IL) plan to re-introduce the BIOSECURE Act next week. On May 15, the House 
Oversight and Accountability Committee are tentatively planning a markup for 
the bill, and the language could be incorporated in the upcoming FY25 National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). 

BIOSECURE Act — Health Updates

Rep. John Moolenaar (R-MI), the new Chair of 
the House Select Committee on the Chinese 

Communist Party

https://eshoo.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/eshoo.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/Quill%20-%20Letter%20to%20AAMC%20on%20BIOSECURE%20Act%20Signed.pdf
https://gallagher.house.gov/media/press-releases/statement-congressman-gallagher
https://www.statnews.com/2024/04/26/momentum-builds-for-house-bill-cracking-down-on-chinese-biotechs/
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• On April 11, the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing titled, “Bolstering 
Chronic Care through Medicare Physician Payment.”
– Next steps: Chair Wyden indicated the hearing marks the beginning of the 

committee’s efforts to “fundamentally change” how physicians are reimbursed under 
Medicare. The Medicare Reform Working Group is expected to release a discussion 
draft on reforming Medicare reimbursement next year.

• On April 16, Sens. Maggie Hassan (D-NH) and Mitt Romney (R-UT), the Chair and 
Ranking Member of the Emerging Threats and Spending Oversight Subcommittee, 
sent a letter to Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), urging Senate leadership to reauthorize the 
Pandemic and All Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA) amid increasing cases of 
avian flu in the U.S. 
– PAHPA, a legislative package that supports public health and disaster preparedness 

programs, expired on September 30, 2023 and has since been temporarily extended. 

• On May 3, Senate Finance Chairman Wyden and Ranking Member Mike Crapo 
(R-ID) unveiled draft legislation aimed at preventing and mitigating generic drug 
shortages through the Medicare and Medicaid programs. 

Senate Health Care Updates — Health Updates

Senate Finance Committee Chairman 
Ron Wyden (D-OR)

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finance.senate.gov%2Fhearings%2Fbolstering-chronic-care-through-medicare-physician-payment&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7C9675e7b7c5e748de353808dc69f4994a%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638501746479919600%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GE4Btf6C6MPLw9OiH91ruaE3QdNeiP0P6Lw9Z3%2FGO9M%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hassan.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-hassan-and-romney-urge-senate-leaders-to-improve-programs-to-respond-to-public-health-threats
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/wyden-and-crapo-release-draft-legislation-to-combat-prescription-drug-shortages#:%7E:text=Washington%2C%20D.C.%E2%80%93%20Senate%20Finance%20Committee%20Chair%20Ron%20Wyden%2C,care%20system%2C%20including%20chemotherapy%20drugs%20and%20ADHD%20medications.
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• On April 10, the House Energy & Commerce (E&C) Health Subcommittee held a hearing titled, “Legislative 
Proposals to Support Patient Access to Telehealth Services.” 
– Next Steps: The E&C Health Subcommittee will likely hold a markup soon for the legislative proposals, where they will 

likely advance to consideration by the full committee. The House W&M Committee has been advancing the legislation 
through its committee’s consideration as well.

• On April 11, the House Committee on Oversight and Accountability held a hearing titled, “Oversight of the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA),” where FDA Commissioner Califf testified.
– Members at the hearing pressed Commissioner Califf on an array of issues with many raising concerns about drug 

shortages and illegal nicotine products.

• On April 15, the House E&C Subcommittee on Oversight & Investigations held a hearing titled, “Examining How 
Improper Payments Cost Taxpayers Billions and Weaken Medicare and Medicaid," and the E&C Health 
Subcommittee held a hearing on cybersecurity in health care.
– The E&C Committee has led a significant oversight agenda of federal agencies and private entities in the health care 

space.

– Following the Change Healthcare Cyberattack, several congressional committees have shifted their attention towards 
cybersecurity in the health care space, and lawmakers have plans to further investigate and scrutinize this incident. 
The UnitedHealth CEO has already testified in front of the Senate Finance Committee and House Energy & Commerce  
Committee on May 1, 2024.

House Health Care Updates — Health Updates

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenergycommerce.house.gov%2Fevents%2Fhealth-subcommittee-hearing-legislative-proposals-to-support-patient-access-to-telehealth-services&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7C9675e7b7c5e748de353808dc69f4994a%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638501746479936025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tzwx4wYK1Jwq7SUVe%2B9naRbNOwWl2nbPpYMT51QFIx0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foversight.house.gov%2Fhearing%2Foversight-of-the-u-s-food-and-drug-administration%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7C9675e7b7c5e748de353808dc69f4994a%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638501746479940055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9WOeraEwzpggeNZ7i7JO5I7s4rB4LDRUP5EGGgJ1vdE%3D&reserved=0
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/oversight-and-investigations-subcommittee-hearing-examining-how-improper-payments-cost-taxpayers-billions-and-weaken-medicare-and-medicaid
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-subcommittee-hearing-examining-health-sector-cybersecurity-in-the-wake-of-the-change-healthcare-attack
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• On April 2, the Office of the Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) released a white paper titled, “Policy Considerations 
to Prevent Drug Shortages and Mitigate Supply Chain Vulnerabilities in the 
United States.” 
– The white paper describes policy concepts for consideration, including collaboration 

with the private sector to develop and implement a Manufacturer Resiliency 
Assessment Program (MRAP) and a Hospital Resilient Supply Program (HRSP). 

• On April 3, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) 
Chairman Bernie Sanders (I-VT) joined President Biden at the White House 
to highlight their work on lowering health care costs.

• On April 4, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) finalized 
the Contract Year (CY) 2025 Medicare Advantage and Part D final rule. 
– The rule is intended to expand access to care for Medicare beneficiaries and create 

additional guidelines for promoting competition in the market, including reforms to 
marketing and prior authorization practices. 

• On April 15, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)’s Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research (CDER) announced the launch of the CDER 
Center for Clinical Trial Innovation (C3TI), a new program intended to 
promote CDER clinical trial innovation activities through enhanced 
communication and collaboration.

The Biden Administration, Part I — Health Updates

President Biden and Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT)

HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faspe.hhs.gov%2Freports%2Fpreventing-shortages-supply-chain-vulnerabilities&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7C9675e7b7c5e748de353808dc69f4994a%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638501746479956058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6vEK%2F09qDcmABaOOfMKD2NDCebQ%2FoMz3gtudwO%2F4eHA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanders.senate.gov%2Fpress-releases%2Fnews-senator-bernie-sanders-and-president-joe-biden-hold-event-at-the-white-house-to-discuss-lowering-health-care-costs-in-america%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7C9675e7b7c5e748de353808dc69f4994a%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638501746479959824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SIa2YlnJ%2FFfVN%2FR2SbLiG9Cgb0Wsr%2FOQUFPcKbbSJFM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fabout%2Fnews%2F2024%2F04%2F04%2Fbiden-harris-administration-finalizes-rule-expanding-access-care-increasing-protections-people-medicare-advantage-medicare-part-d.html%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DThe%2520Contract%2520Year%2520(CY)%25202025%2Cinappropriate%2520marketing%2520and%2520prior%2520authorization.&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7C9675e7b7c5e748de353808dc69f4994a%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638501746479963673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YT3tvEwENpFFjXS5%2FBxW8KDD6TGRJ8xtBeU5hIHonwY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fdrugs%2Fdrug-safety-and-availability%2Ffda-establishes-cder-center-clinical-trial-innovation-c3ti&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7C9675e7b7c5e748de353808dc69f4994a%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638501746479967798%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m2gvYrZ4N0lhwjkKuzDzKp0m6htLgZj9OyRl5OWxlf8%3D&reserved=0
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• On April 18, the Department of Health and Human Services published a rule titled, “340B Drug Pricing Program: 
Administrative Dispute Resolution Regulation.” 
– The final rule will apply to all drug manufacturers and covered entities that participate in the 340B Program and sets forth the 

requirements and procedures for the 340B Program’s administrative dispute resolution (ADR) process.

• On April 26, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued a final rule 
under Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) reinstating protections against discrimination in health care. 
– These nondiscrimination regulations had been removed by the Trump Administration in 2020. 

• On April 29, the FDA issued their final rule on the FDA’s regulation of laboratory developed tests (LDTs), which are in 
vitro diagnostic products for clinical use. 
– House E&C Chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) and Senate HELP Ranking Member Bill Cassidy (R-LA) both issued 

statements that were critical of the FDA’s new rule.

• On May 3, CMS released draft guidance for public comment on the second cycle of negotiations under the Medicare Drug 
Price Negotiation Program. 
– This new draft guidance describes the requirements and parameters for the second cycle of negotiations, which build on 

policies from the revised guidance for the first cycle of negotiation. 
– The second cycle of negotiations will include up to 15 additional drugs selected for negotiation; CMS will announce up to 15 

additional drugs selected for potential negotiation for 2027 by February 1, 2025.
– Comments from stakeholders are due to CMS by July 2, 2024.

The Biden Administration, Part II — Health Updates

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/19/2024-08262/340b-drug-pricing-program-administrative-dispute-resolution-regulation
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2024/04/26/hhs-issues-new-rule-strengthen-nondiscrimination-protections-advance-civil-rights-health-care.html
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fpress-announcements%2Ffda-takes-action-aimed-helping-ensure-safety-and-effectiveness-laboratory-developed-tests&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7C9675e7b7c5e748de353808dc69f4994a%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638501746479979631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M2J9uqcpTf29KQsATaMedGI%2B6dxX8r23jSrKwXoqpB0%3D&reserved=0
https://energycommerce.house.gov/posts/chair-rodgers-statement-on-fda-ldt-rule
https://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/ranking-member-cassidy-rebukes-biden-admin-attempt-to-dramatically-increase-fda-authority-over-laboratory-developed-tests
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/hhs-releases-new-data-showing-over-10-million-people-medicare-received-free-vaccine-because#:%7E:text=Beginning%20on%20January%201%2C%202023,pocket%20costs%20were%20%24234%20million.
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-09750/guidance-inflation-reduction-act-medicare-drug-price-negotiation-program
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/medicare-drug-price-negotiation-draft-guidance-ipay-2027-and-manufacturer-effectuation-mfp-2026-2027.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/fact-sheet-medicare-drug-price-negotiation-program-ipay-2027-and-manufacturer-effectuation-mfp-2026.pdf
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• Race to the finish: Governor Gavin Newsom will 
release the updated state budget known as the 
“May revise” to meet the June 15 budget signing deadline. 

• April income tax revenues slightly exceeded projections, 
but overall revenues from income, sales, and corporate 
taxes are US$6 billion behind projections.

• The Legislative Analyst's Office (LAO) estimates a cumulative 
deficit of US$73 billion for the three-year budget window, 
significantly higher than Gov. Gavin Newsom's proposed 
US$38 billion deficit forecasts.

• The California Department of Finance directed spending 
freezes, expanding parameters set in December to address 
the state's estimated deficit of US$38 billion to US$73 billion.

• Governor Newsom released his “early action” plan that lawmakers 
supported that reduces the deficit by US$17 billion by cutting and 
delaying spending for the budget.

• The freeze applies to general fund spending exceeding US$1 million 
and aims to address the budget problem while preserving options for 
the May Revision budget proposal.

California Budget 
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Notable California Topics
Campaign Finance Changes

• The Senate Elections Committee voted 4-1 to advance  Senator Bill 
Dodd’s (D-Napa) SB 1243, a bill that weakens conflict-of-interest 
rules for local elected officials regarding donors, despite objections 
from Chair  Senator Catherine Blakespear of Encinitas.

• SB 1243, backed by a coalition of developers, unions, and local 
governments, aims to roll back parts of a 2022 law prohibiting 
city and county politicians from voting on matters affecting 
campaign donors.

Data Privacy

• The Delete Act (SB 362), authored by Senator Josh Becker of Menlo 
Park and signed into law by Governor Newsom, requires the state to 
launch a privacy website by 2026 that allows Californians to delete 
their data from data brokers.

• The proposed registry aims to provide consumers with more control 
over their data and insight into how it their data are being used.

• The registry would require data brokers to disclose their practices 
and provide consumers with the ability to opt out of data collection.
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Privacy and Artificial Intelligence 

• AB 1949 (Wicks) heavily restricts collection of personal data for users under 18 years of age. The bill is moving 
along and is currently in the assembly’s Appropriations Committee’s suspense file. 

• AB 2930 (Bauer-Kahan), a bill pertaining to Automated Decisions Tools, would prohibit companies from releasing 
biased algorithms. The bill has moved to the Appropriations Committee.

• SB 1047 (Wiener) would require companies building the largest and most powerful AI models to test for safety 
before releasing those models to the public. The legislation has been read for the second time has been referred to 
the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

• AB 2013 (Irwin) would require a developer to post on the developer’s internet website documentation regarding 
the data used to train the artificial intelligence system or service. This bill has been read for the second time and 
amended. The bill has been ordered to be returned for a second reading in the Committee on Communications 
and Conveyance.

• AB 3204 (Bauer-Kahan) would require businesses that use personal information to train artificial intelligence to 
publicly register with the state, pay a registration fee, and provide specified information. This legislation has been 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Notable Legislation in Committee

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1949
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB2930
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1047
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB2013
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB3204


State of Play of the 
2024 Elections
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• Democrats, with their already razor thin 51-49 majority, have a difficult 
Senate map for 2024.

• Three Democratic incumbents are from states which former President Trump 
won in both 2016 and 2020 (Montana, Ohio, and West Virginia).
– Sen. Joe Manchin’s (D-WV) retirement all but guarantees that the Republicans 

will pick up this Senate seat in November 2024.

• Democrats will also be defending seats in other competitive states, such as 
Arizona, Nevada, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.

• On March 5, 2024, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I-AZ), who caucuses with the 
Democrats, announced she will not seek re-election to her seat this 
November. The 2024 Arizona Senate matchup will likely be Rep. Ruben 
Gallego (D-AZ) vs. 2022 gubernatorial candidate Kari Lake (R).

• Republicans hold 38 seats that are not up for election in 2024; of the just 11 
GOP seats up for election, nine seats are “Safe R” and two seats are “Likely 
R.”
– If Republicans win the presidency in 2024, then 50 seats will be enough for a 

majority.
– If Democrats retain the presidency in 2024, then Republicans will need 51 seats 

for a majority.

• While the contest for control of the Senate will be very competitive, due to an 
advantageous map and a couple key retirements, Republicans are currently 
favored to win back the chamber in November 2024 for the start of the 119th 
Congress in January 2025. 

Senate 2024 Outlook

Sources: UVA Center for Politics, Sabato’s Crystal Ball; 270 To Win

https://www.sinema.senate.gov/a-message-for-arizonans-from-senator-kyrsten-sinema/
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• Republicans currently have a razor thin majority of 217-213.

• For the 2024 elections, 190 seats are currently projected 
as “Safe R,” while 211 seats are rated as Safe, Likely, or 
Leans R.

• On the other hand, for 2024, 174 seats are rated as “Safe D,” 
while 206 seats are rated as Safe, Likely, or Leans D.

• Last year, North Carolina Republicans gerrymandered their 
congressional map which will net Republicans three, and 
possibly four, new seats in November 2024. 

• Meanwhile, New York Democrats finalized and passed a new 
congressional map for 2024 in late-February. The map, while 
slightly favorable to Democrats, could have been more 
aggressive. The map will net Democrats just one to two new 
seats, but other seats that could have been made bluer will 
still be “Toss-Ups” in November.

• Louisiana is currently without a congressional map, as their 
most recent map was struck down 

House 2024 Outlook

Sources: UVA Center for Politics, Sabato’s Crystal Ball; 270 To Win
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House 2024 Outlook (Toss-Up, Leans, and Likely Seats)

Sources: UVA Center for Politics, 
Sabato’s Crystal Ball
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• On January 22, Louisiana Governor Jeff Landry (R) signed a new 
congressional map for the state into law. The map was to be in effect for 
the 2024 election.

• The new map had created a second majority-Black district, complying with 
a previous U.S. federal court order. This new district, the 6th district, was 
to extend from Baton Rouge up to Shreveport in the northwestern part of 
the state. The district would have also included Alexandria and parts of 
Lafayette. This district would have likely flipped to the Democrats 
in November. 

• However, on April 30, in a 2-1 decision for the case known as Callais v. 
Landry, a three-judge court panel with the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Louisiana ruled that this new congressional map 
violated the Constitution because it “has violated the Equal Protection 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment by enacting racially gerrymandered 
districts.” 
– The two judges who wrote the majority opinion were both appointees of former 

President Donald Trump, while the dissenting judge was an appointee of former 
President Bill Clinton.

Louisiana’s New Congressional Map Struck Down in Federal Court

Old Louisiana Map (currently in 
use for the 118th Congress, but 

will not be used moving forward)

Sources: NPR, Democracy Docket, and U.S. 
Federal Court filings

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24628979-callais-2024-04-30-injunction-and-reasons-for-judgment
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24624219-callais-2024-01-31-complaint
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24624219-callais-2024-01-31-complaint
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• As part of its ruling, the court ordered all sides in the case to meet on May 6 to 
discuss what map will be used for this year’s congressional elections in Louisiana. 
This meeting was set to include discussions about creating a court-drawn remedial 
congressional map.

• Louisiana Secretary of State Nancy Landry, who is the state’s top election official, 
has said the state’s congressional map must be finalized by May 15 in order to be 
used for this year’s congressional races.

• Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murrill said in a statement that the old map that 
was used in 2022 should be used in the upcoming 2024 elections. The 2022 map 
was previously struck down by a federal court for violating the Voting Rights Act.

• A coalition of Black voters and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund have filed an appeal 
asking the U.S. Supreme Court to review the district court ruling. The authors of the 
appeal argue the court did not follow proper procedures.

• There is a lot of uncertainty regarding next steps, including whether or not the 
federal district court will be able to resolve the case before the state’s declared May 
15 deadline.

Louisiana’s New Congressional Map Struck Down in Federal Court

New 
Louisiana Map 

(now struck down)

Sources: NPR, Democracy Docket, and U.S. 
Federal Court filings

https://x.com/AGLizMurrill/status/1787561038520422640
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24629664-callais-2024-05-01-robinson-intervenor-defendants-notice-of-appeal
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2024 United States Presidential Election
• Incumbent President Joe Biden (D) and former 

President Donald Trump (R) have both clinched a 
majority of their party’s convention delegates, making 
both men the respective presidential nominees of their 
respective parties.

• The Republican National Convention will take place in 
Milwaukee, Wis. from July 15-18, 2024.

• The Democratic National Convention will take place in 
Chicago, Ill. from August 19-22, 2024.

• This will mark the seventh presidential rematch in 
American history, and the first since 1956.

• If President Biden wins, it would be the third time in 
which the winner was the same both times.

• If former President Trump wins, it would be the 
fifth time in which the winner was different in the 
rematch, and he would become the second president 
to serve non-consecutive terms, the first being 
Grover Cleveland.

• Polls currently show a very close contest that is nearly 
even and within the margin of error.

Incumbent President Joe Biden (D) Former President Donald Trump (R)



Factors That Could Impact the 
2024 Political Landscape
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• On May 3, the U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics 
announced (1) total nonfarm payroll employment exceeded forecasts 
increasing by 175,000 in April 2024 and that (2) the unemployment 
rate slightly rose to 3.9%.

– Economists had expected an increase of over 240,000 for the month, so 
the jobs report came in below expectations.

– The February 2024 number was revised down by -34,000, from 
+270,000 to +236,000, while the March 2024 number was revised up by 
+12,000, from +303,000 to +315,000.

– The unemployment rate still remains below 4%, marking the 27th such 
consecutive month. However, while economists projected the 
unemployment rate would stay the same at 3.8%, the unemployment rate 
sightly inched up to 3.9%

• Health care was the leading industry, with a net gain of 56,000 new 
jobs. Other leading industries included social assistance, with 31,000; 
transportation and warehousing, with 22,000; retail, with 20,000; 
construction, with 9,000; and government, with 8,000. 

• The employment report for May 2024 will be released on June 7, 2024. 

April 2024 Jobs Report

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Dept. of Labor; CNBC

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.bls.gov/schedule/news_release/empsit.htm
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March 2024 Inflation Report
• On April 10, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics announced the 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased by 0.4% in March 2024 on a 
seasonally adjusted basis.
– This monthly increase was slightly higher than economists’ expectations, 

which projected a 0.3% increase.
– This CPI figure was the same as the February 2024 reading (0.4%).

• The Bureau of Labor Statistics also reported that the CPI increased 
by 3.5% from March 2023.
– Economists had expected a 3.4% annual gain for March. Thus, the annual 

rate was slightly higher than economists’ forecast.
– This CPI annual gain was higher than February’s 3.2%.

• “Core CPI,” which excludes food and energy prices, rose by 0.4% in 
March 2024 and 3.8% on an annual basis from March 2023.
– Both of these figures were one-tenth of a percentage point higher than 

economists' projections.
– Shelter and housing costs increased by 0.4% for the month and by 5.7% on 

an annual basis.

• While the annual inflation rate (3.5%) is lower than its peak in 
summer 2022 (9%), it is slowly inching up again, and the Federal 
Reserve aims for a 2% annual inflation rate over the long term.

• The CPI report for April 2024 will be released on May 15, 2024.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Dept. of Labor; CNBC

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.nr0.htm
https://www.bls.gov/schedule/news_release/cpi.htm
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Consumer Sentiment Report
• Consumer sentiment for April stands at 77.2, which is a 

2.8% decrease from March (79.4).
– However, this an annual increase of 21.2% from 

April 2023 (63.7).
– Consumer sentiment has generally been much stronger over the 

last few months compared to most other monthly readings from 
the past couple of years, which were mostly in the 60s and even 
high 50s.
 The December 2023 reading was 69.7; the January 2024 reading 

was 79.0; the February reading was 76.9; the March reading was 
79.4; and April’s reading is 77.2. This follows a November reading 
of just 61.3.

• The Index of Consumer Sentiment varies by 
political party
– 101.1 among Democrats
– 72.5 among Independents
– 60.7 among Republicans

• Year-ahead inflation expectations slightly increased from 
2.9% in March to 3.2% in April. This is still, however, a 
notable decrease from 4.5% in November 2023.
– Long-run inflation expectations also slightly rose, from 2.8% in 

March to 3.0% in April. In 2018 and 2019, the long-run 
expectations were in the 2.2-2.6% range.

Source: University of Michigan Surveys of Consumers

http://www.sca.isr.umich.edu/
https://data.sca.isr.umich.edu/fetchdoc.php?docid=75521
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Q1 2024 GDP “Advance Estimate” Report
• On April 25, the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of 

Economic Analysis (BEA) announced that U.S. real gross domestic 
product (GDP) increased at an annualized rate of 1.6% in the first 
quarter of 2024.
– Economists had expected an increase of 2.4% in Q4, so the Q1 2024 

GDP report fell short of estimates.

– In Q4 2024, real GDP increased by 3.4%.

• Consumer spending increased 2.5% during the quarter, which was 
down from a 3.3% rise in Q4 2023, and was below the 3% 
projection from economists. 

• The personal consumption expenditures price index, which is a key 
inflation variable for the Federal Reserve, increased at a 3.4% 
annualized pace for Q1 2024. This was the biggest gain in a year, 
and is higher than the 1.8% figure from Q4 2023.

• The personal savings rate slowed in Q1 2024 to 3.6%, down from 
4% in Q4 2023.

• Of note, residential investment increased by 13.9% in Q1 2024, the 
largest increase since Q4 2020.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Dept. of Commerce; CNBC

https://www.bea.gov/news/2024/gross-domestic-product-first-quarter-2024-advance-estimate
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Thank you

www.arnoldporter.com

http://www.arnoldporter.com/
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